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Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies is a voluntary Vessel Speed
Reduction (VSR) Program along the coast of California. The program
promotes the achievements of participants through an outreach
campaign twice yearly. The fall 2021 campaign includes press
coverage, sponsored feature news, print and web advertisements,
and social media promotion in prominent shipping, business, and
logistics media outlets.
Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies designs and coordinates the
campaign and distributes press releases to highlight participants’
achievements. The fall release, announcing programmatic awards
and quoting participants, was published in a number of media
platforms across a range of industries.
Number of News Stories

Est. Number of Impressions

150 +

1.2 million

Number of Sponsored Features
and Advertisements

Est. Number of Impressions

28

4.2 million
Total Est. Impressions*

5.4 million
*Impressions represent the opportunity for a person to see the message. It is
the combined number of circulation for print news, audience for electronic, and
visitors per month for online news.
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Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 30, 2021

Shipping companies receive awards for slowing to protect blue whales, blue skies
Awardees comment on vessel speed reduction program
The Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies program recognized 16 global shipping companies for reducing speeds to 10 knots or
less in the San Francisco Bay Area and the Southern California Region in 2020.
The voluntary program is an initiative to cut air pollution, protect endangered whales, and reduce underwater noise. The 2020
program ran from May 15, 2020 through November 15, 2020.
Awards
Three award tiers and financial incentives recognize participating companies, based on the percent of distance their fleet traveled
through the Vessel Speed Reduction (VSR) zones at speeds of 10 knots or less. Credit was only given if the average speed of a
transit through an entire VSR Zone did not exceed 12 knots.
“We are delighted to be able to set an industry example by voluntarily reducing vessel speeds in areas where endangered whale
species regularly feed, helping us improve the way we do business, while continuing to deeply care for our environment,” said
Stanley Kwiaton, MSC General Manager of Port Operations - West Coast.
MSC, Hapag-Lloyd, Yang Ming, and MOL ACE notably achieved the Sapphire tier in the large company category (greater than 30
transits) by slowing down more than 800 transits, combined. Swire Shipping achieved the Sapphire tier in the small company
category (less than 30 transits). For their outstanding commitment, all five of these companies earned the Protecting Blue Whales
and Blue Skies Whale Tail award.
“Biodiversity is an integral part of our sustainability strategy,” said Wolfram Guntermann, Director Regulatory Affairs & Sustainability
at Hapag-Lloyd, calling the program a “remarkable initiative.”
Seven companies – COSCO Shipping Lines, Evergreen, GALI, “K” Line, Maersk, Wallenius Wilhelmsen, and Swire Shipping –
generously declined their financial incentive payment. Those funds will be reinvested in the 2021 program.
The 10-knot target follows the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) and the United States Coast Guard’s
request for all vessels (300 gross tons or larger) to slow down during the months of peak blue, humpback, and fin whale abundance
to protect these endangered whales from deadly ship strikes.
Ship strikes continue to be a global threat to all large whale populations. Reducing fatal ship strikes is a major priority of NOAA’s,
especially in NOAA’s West Coast national marine sanctuaries.
“One of Yang Ming’s priorities has been promoting the sustainability of the ocean and coastal environments,” said Leo Chiang, Vice
President of Marine Operations. “That is why we take immense pride in being a volunteer in the Blue Whales and Blue Skies
Program.”
Ocean-going vessels transiting the California coast generate nitrogen oxides (NOx, a precursor to smog), sulfur oxides (SOx),
particle pollution, and greenhouse gases. These vessels account for more than 200 tons of NOx per day emitted off the coast of
California, which affects ozone levels onshore in many regions of the state.
The VSR incentive program has expanded in scope and environmental benefits each year, including 2020, which marked the sixth
year. The 2021 program began on May 15, 2021, and runs through November 15, 2021. Eighteen companies are currently enrolled
in the 2021 program.
The Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies program is a collaborative effort by Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District;
Ventura County Air Pollution Control District; Bay Area Air Quality Management District; Channel Islands, Greater Farallones, and
Cordell Bank national marine sanctuaries; The Volgenau Foundation; California Marine Sanctuary Foundation; Greater Farallones
Association; National Marine Sanctuary Foundation; and Environmental Defense Center.
For more information about the program, visit www.bluewhalesblueskies.org or www.ourair.org/air-pollution-marine-shipping.
###
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Press Coverage
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Press Coverage
The Blue Whales and Blue Skies news story was published in dozens of news
outlets, including:
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Advertisements and Sponsored Features
The Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies fall campaign included a
series of print and online advertisements, as well as sponsored feature
articles, written and placed with selected news outlets.
The ads and features shown in the report are reduced in size to allow
full reporting. Sponsored features are cut in length to represent the
larger coverage that appeared with the outlet. The source urls are
included.
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Supply Chain Dive
Audience: Supply Chain Managers and Logistics Personnel
Promotion: Online Leaderboard Ad, Sponsored Feature

https://www.supplychaindive.com/spons/seeking-sustainability-companies-recognized-for-protecting-blue-whales-and/609024/
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Pacific Merchant Shipping Association
Audience:West Coast Marine Industry Stakeholders
Promotion: Banner Ad in Monthly Trade Report (April - December 2021)

https://www.pmsaship.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/West-Coast-Trade-Report-November-2021.pdf
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gCaptain
Audience: Global Maritime Professionals
Promotion: Banner, Display, and Side Box Ads, Social Media, Sponsored Feature

https://gcaptain.com/shipping-companies-receive-awards-for-slowing-to-protect-blue-whales-blue-skies-2/
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Maritime Executive
Audience: Maritime Business Sector
Promotion: Half Page Ad, Sponsored Feature

Half page
(7 x 4.875 inches)
https://www.maritime-executive.com/corporate/clean-marine-program-awards-shipping-companies-for-slowing-speeds

10

Long Beach Business Journal
Audience: Southern California Business and City Leaders
Promotion: Jr. Page Ad, Sponsored Feature

Jr. Page
(7.5 x 10 inches)
https://lbpost.com/ads/shipping-companies-receive-awards-for-slowing-to-protect-blue-whales-blue-skies
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Pacific Coast Business Times
Audience: Business Leaders along the Central Coast of California
Advertisement: Half Page, Side Box, and Sponsored Content

Half page
(10 x 6.5 inches)

https://www.pacbiztimes.com/
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San Francisco Business Times
Audience: Business Leaders in the San Francisco Bay Area
Promotion: Sponsored Features

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanfrancisco/press-release/detail/6345/Protecting-Blue-Whales-amp-Blue-Skies-Program
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GreenBiz
Audience: Business Leaders Interested in a Clean Economy
Promotion: Top Page, Rectangle and Newsletter Ad

https://www.greenbiz.com
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